[Factors favoring the choice of classical surgery for the treatment of recurrent idiopathic pneumothorax].
We report 3 cases of recurrent idiopathic pneumothorax treated first by video-surgery then by classical surgery. These cases illustrate the difference in hospital stay and patient satisfaction, which is not always in favor of video-surgery. We also examine our personal experience with a series of 480 cases of pneumothorax treated by surgery, reporting the length of hospital stays and work stoppage. Delays were short with classical surgery and the recurrence rate was very low. In our opinion, the low cost and low rate of re-operations warrants the use of classical surgery.